
AGENDA 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2019; 5:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 7, 2019 MINUTES 
 
III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 At the meeting on October 7, 2019, the Traffic Commission called for the following public hearings:  
 
 A.  DESIGNATE NO PARKING ON WEST SIDE OF GRAND AVENUE FROM 47TH AVENUE TO 49TH 

AVENUE  
 

Several residents within the Grand Avenue development area requested No Parking on Grand 
Avenue.  The concern is the reduction in street width when vehicles are parked on both sides of 
the street.  Included in your packet are email requests and photographs showing the on-street 
parking. 
 
Grand Avenue is 28’ wide from face of curb to face of curb.  In comparison, the typical 
residential street in Columbia Heights is 31’ wide.  The south end of Grand Avenue is congested 
with high density apartment buildings as well as limited ingress and egress locations.  
 
From the photographs, it appears residents and/or guests in the apartment buildings are 
parking on Grand Avenue.  The adjacent parking lots are signed for Permit Parking. 

 
The Fire Department also supports No Parking on one side.  They need street width of 20’ for 
their equipment in an emergency, especially with high density housing.     

 
Staff supports No Parking on the west side of Grand Avenue from 47th Avenue to 49th Avenue.  
This provides easier winter maintenance of the street and public sidewalk by Public Works. 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION(S):  Move to recommend the City Council designate No Parking on 
the west side of Grand Avenue from 47th Avenue to 49th Avenue.  
 

 B. DESIGNATE NO PARKING ON SOUTH SIDE OF 45TH AVENUE FROM STINSON BOULEVARD TO 50’ 
WEST OF STINSON BOULEVARD AND ON BOTH SIDES OF STINSON BOULEVARD FROM 45TH 
AVENUE TO 50’ SOUTH OF 45TH AVENUE 

 
The original request was for 4-way stop signs at the intersection of 45th Avenue and Stinson 
Boulevard.  Traffic currently stops on Stinson Boulevard. 
 
45th Avenue is an Anoka County State Aid Highway west of Stinson Boulevard and Ramsey 
County State Aid Highway east of Stinson Boulevard.  The counties have jurisdiction for 
installing regulatory signs, such as stop signs on 45th Avenue.  With the traffic volume and 
number of reported accidents at the intersection, it is staff’s opinion that the MnMUTCD 
guidelines for 4-way stop signs are not met. 
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When approaching the intersection from the south, visibility is somewhat limited by the on-
street parking, topography, and shrubs in the southwest quadrant of the intersection.  To 
improve visibility for northbound drivers on Stinson Boulevard, staff recommends restricting 
the parking on the south side of 45th Avenue from Stinson Boulevard to 50’ west.   
 
Stinson Boulevard is the only vehicle access for Silver Lake Beach.  Stinson Boulevard is 25’ wide 
from back of curb to back of curb.  For comparison, the typical residential street is 31’ from 
back of curb to back of curb.  Because of the narrow street, staff also recommends restricting 
parking on both sides of Stinson Boulevard from 45th Avenue to 50’ south of 45th Avenue.  This 
will help alleviate congestion at the intersection.    
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION(S):  Move to recommend the City Council designate No Parking on 
the south side of 45th Avenue from Stinson Boulevard to 50’ west of Stinson Boulevard and on 
both sides of Stinson Boulevard from 45th Avenue to 50’ south of 45th Avenue.    

 
 C.  REQUEST FOR NO PARKING ON BOTH SIDES OF MADISON STREET FROM 37TH AVENUE TO 38TH  
  PLACE 
 

City staff is requesting No Parking be designated on Madison Street from 37th Avenue to 38th 

Place.  New concrete curb and gutter will be installed on Madison Street in 2020 in conjunction 
with a multi-use trail along the north side of 37th Avenue.  The concern is the reduction in street 
width when vehicles are parked on both sides of the street.   
 
Madison Street will be 32’ wide from face of curb to face of curb.  The majority of traffic on 
Madison Street is generated by local businesses and the Municipal Service Center.  Limited 
ingress and egress is available for these businesses.    

 
Staff spoke with the owner of the apartment building at 647 37th Avenue.  Mr. Blahnik supports 
No Parking on both sides of Madison Street. 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION(S):  Move to recommend the City Council designate No Parking on 
both sides of Madison Street from 37th Avenue to 38th Place.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 None. 
  
V. OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
  
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 None. 
 
VII. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
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VIII. REPORTS 
 

A. CITY ENGINEER 
 
Ms. Erica Regnier requested one disabled parking sign in front of the property at 2320 Maiden 
Lane.  The permit numbers are G11117 and G11118. 
 
On Saturday, October 26, 2019 the City of Fridley held an open house to discuss the addition of 
a multi-use trail along 53rd Avenue from Main Street to Monroe Street (approximately Sullivan 
Lake Park path access).  Both Fridley and Columbia Heights residents living in the immediate 
area were notified by mail.  Based on the positive response, Fridley is submitting a grant 
application for the project.    
 

B. POLICE CHIEF 
 

 C. COMMISSIONERS 
  
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for disabled persons are available upon request when the request is made at least 48 hours in advance. 
Please contact the City Clerk at 763-706-3611 or ntingley@columbiaheightsmn.gov to make arrangements. 

mailto:jgriffin@columbiaheightsmn.gov


UNAPPROVED 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Olson at 5:32 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Members present: Commissioners Olson, Clerkin, Doty, Nekora 
Members absent: Commissioner Schluender 

Staff present:  Kathy Young, Assistant City Engineer 
 Erik Johnston, Police Captain 
  Sue Schmidtbauer, Administrative Assistant 

Council Liaison: Robert Williams 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Clerkin, seconded by Doty, to approve the minutes of June 3, 2019 as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 

RESIDENTS PRESENT: Karen Karkula, 4858 Grandview Court Shari Paul, 4856 Grandview Court 
Linda Armold, 4813 Grand Avenue Judy Armold, 4813 Grand Avenue 

A. REQUEST FOR NO PARKING ON WEST SIDE OF GRAND AVENUE FROM 47TH AVENUE TO 49TH AVENUE

Ms. Shari Paul and Ms. Linda Armold have requested No Parking on Grand Avenue.  The concern is the
reduction in street width when vehicles are parked on both sides of the street.

On the east side of Grand Avenue, north of 47th Avenue, there is a bump out that allows cars to park
without narrowing the street.  However, there are some choke points where a bump out isn’t present
making the street very narrow when cars are parked on both sides.

The Fire Department also supports No Parking on one side.  They need street width of 20’ for their
equipment in an emergency, especially with high density housing.  Grand Avenue is 28’ wide from face of
curb to face of curb.  In comparison, the typical residential street in Columbia Heights is 31’ wide.

Olson stated he has driven through the area and the apartment building creates quite a bit of congestion.
Doty has also driven through on his way to work and this is an issue.   There is underground parking
available at these buildings, but it involves an extra cost so some residents choose to park on the street.
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Nekora questioned if there is a cost to park in the lot.  Young advised she does not believe so but will need 
to check.  However, the lot is signed for resident parking/permit parking only so if people have guests they 
may not be able to park in those lots. 

Ms. Paul states her biggest concern is when cars are parked on both sides of the street, if you meet 
another car there is a real danger of a head on collision because there’s no place to go.  When the first 
snowfall comes the road will not be passable.  Fire trucks and emergency vehicles will not be able to get 
through. 

Linda Armold asked that the pocket just north of the bump out be painted yellow as there are 3-4 cars that 
park right up to the corner.  And also, where you exit the condos and the townhome area, at the first 
section where Grandview Court meets Grand Avenue the “T” area is terrible area for parked cars.  There 
are 11 parking spots on Dominion land that have been designated as condo parking only.  So Dominion and 
the Flats have given up 11 off-street parking spaces.  If they’re short of free spaces she doesn’t understand 
why they gave these up.  Ms. Paul stated residents were assured, as part of the construction, that there 
would be no parking issues, but this is a big parking issue.  Olson advised that if we designate this area as 
no parking, it could create other problems nearby because people may get creative as to where to park.  
Ms. Paul stated that there is adequate underground parking but residents are choosing not to pay for it. 
She feels perhaps they need to bring up getting the price reduced with the building owner.   

Judy Armold suggested no overnight parking because this is what’s causing most of the congestion on 
Grand between 47th and 49th--people are opting not to pay for parking in the garage or park in the lot.  
School buses are getting stuck because they cannot make the turn due to parked cars.  Unfortunately, 
having no overnight parking does not help once it snows. 

Ms. Karkula lives on the north end of the complex.  She stated the south end is popular when school is in 
session.  The buses and parental cars make getting out on the north end difficult so it’s common to go the 
other way.  There are also a lot of non-residents using this as a shortcut.  The south route to the gym is not 
straight making it difficult to see oncoming traffic.  Sometimes you meet a vehicle head on and there’s 
nowhere to go.  Passing is very tight and you can’t always squeeze over. 

Doty asked about the winter parking ban.  Captain Johnston stated some vehicles will get displaced to 47th 
Avenue in the short-term if this parking restriction goes through.  Olson asked about parking permit 
requests.  Captain Johnston advised that any parking permit requests related to rental units will be denied 
because per City ordinance rental units are required to have sufficient off-street parking for residents.  
Captain Johnston stated parking has been very full on 47th and Grand Avenues.  He has had an officer talk 
to building management to see what their plan is to try to help resolve the problem but he hasn’t heard 
anything very helpful at this point.  

Doty questioned the paid parking.  Ms. Paul stated that renters were advised upon moving in that they 
must either pay for garage space or park on the street.   Doty asked if we have a towing contractor.  
Captain Johnston advised that the City does not pay a towing contractor to tow cars, they are cited.  
Commissioners felt perhaps some residents feel it’s cheaper to pay a ticket rather than paying the 
contracted price for parking. 

Motion by Clerkin to call for a public hearing at the Traffic Commission meeting on Monday, November 4th 
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to designate No Parking on the west side of Grand Avenue from 47th Avenue to 49th Avenue.  Seconded by 
Doty.  Motion passed unanimously. 

B. REQUEST FOR 4-WAY STOP SIGNS AT 45th AVENUE AND STINSON BOULEVARD

Mr. Kevin Kippels has requested 4-way stop signs at the intersection of 45th Avenue and Stinson Boulevard.
The concern is the unsafe conditions created by limited visibility of traffic on 45th Avenue and the offset in
Stinson Boulevard on each side of 45th Avenue.  This began when work was being done on Silver Lake Road
and cars were using County Road E and 45th Avenue to avoid Silver Lake Road.   45th Avenue is Anoka
County State Aid Highway and Ramsey County State Aid Highway so they have jurisdiction for installing
regulatory signs, such as stop signs, on 45th Avenue.

According to the Columbia Heights Police Department records for the last five years there has been one
reported accident each year in 2017, 2018, and 2019.  New Brighton records show no reported accidents
in the last five years.  Conditions at this intersection do not meet the MMUTCD guidelines for 4-way stop
signs so we would prefer not to approach Anoka County to do a traffic study.  However, staff does feel
there is a visibility issue.  There is a lot of shrubbery on the SW corner property.  Staff plans to talk to the
owner about trimming what’s on the ROW.  Young stated cars also park very close to that intersection.
She does not believe these are cars from the corner property because their entrance is off of Stinson
Boulevard and not 45th Avenue.  She thinks these are probably cars from across the street or further west
on 45th Avenue.  To improve visibility, staff would like to recommend that 50’ on 45th Avenue and 50’ on
Stinson Boulevard be designated as no parking.  Stinson Boulevard is a very narrow street at 25’ wide.  If
cars are parked on one or both sides, which is currently permissible, it’s questionable if another car could
get through.  The no parking designation will also help alleviate congestion at the intersection.  Olson
stated he drives through often.  He agrees there is no reason for a stop sign but thinks designating no
parking is an excellent idea.  Doty and Clerkin agree.  Young also advised that if the resident does not trim
the ROW, the City does have the right to do it.

Motion by Olson to deny the request for the City of Columbia Heights to contact Anoka and Ramsey
Counties to request 4-way stop signs at 45th Avenue and Stinson Boulevard based on the MMUTCD
guidelines and move to call for a public hearing at the Traffic Commission meeting on Monday, November
4th to designate No Parking on the south side of 45th Avenue from Stinson Boulevard to 50’ west of Stinson
Boulevard and on both sides of Stinson Boulevard from 45th Avenue to 50’ south of 45th Avenue.
Seconded by Doty.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESIDENTS PRESENT: Mike McGee, 4233 Jefferson Street

C. REQUEST TO REPLACE YIELD SIGNS AT WASHINGTON STREET AND 42ND AVENUE WITH STOP SIGNS

Ms. Lori Olson has requested the yield signs at the intersection of Washington Street and 42nd Avenue be
replaced with stop signs.  The concern is the failure of drivers to obey yield signs.

On September 16th, Ms. Olson was traveling east on 42nd Avenue when a northbound vehicle on
Washington Street failed to yield and hit the passenger side of her car.

The yield sign was approved by the Traffic Commission on January 5, 2015 and installed in April, 2015.
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Prior to the yield signs being installed there had been one reported accident each year in 2009, 2010, and 
2011 and four accidents in 2014.   

There have been no reported accidents at this intersection since the yield signs were installed.  This 
doesn’t mean there have been no accidents, just that none have been reported to the Police Department. 

Mr. Mike McGee lives in the area.  He stated this intersection doesn’t seem much different than any 
other uncontrolled intersection in the city and does not think it warrants stop signs.   

Motion by Clerkin to deny the request to replace the yield signs at the intersection of Washington Street 
and 42nd Avenue with stop signs.   Seconded by Nekora.  Doty abstained.  Motion passed. 

D. REQUEST FOR NO PARKING ON BOTH SIDES OF MADISON STREET FROM 37TH AVENUE TO 38TH PLACE

City staff is requesting No Parking be designated on both sides of Madison Street from 37th Avenue to 38th 

Place.  Public Works is installing a trail on the north side of 37th Avenue that will be constructed in the
spring.  As part of the project, the curb and gutter will be extended on Madison Street from where it ends
at Public Works down to 37th Avenue.  Staff is proposing to put the curb and gutter in at 32’ from face of
curb to face of curb.  To improve visibility, staff would like to designate this as No Parking.   Currently the
only residents in the area are at the apartment building at 647 37th Avenue and staff will work with them
regarding any necessary parking requirements.    Otherwise, most traffic on Madison Street is generated
by local businesses and the Municipal Service Center.

Motion by Doty to call for a public hearing at the Traffic Commission meeting on Monday, November 4th

to designate No Parking on both sides of Madison Street from 37th Avenue to 38th Place.   Seconded by
Clerkin.  Motion passed unanimously.

OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
None 

REPORTS 

CITY ENGINEER 
Per the request for a yellow flashing yellow arrow on 40th Avenue at University Avenue, MnDOT has 
responded that if we provide them with specific times that we would like to see the flashing yellow arrow they 
will review it.  Olson feels it would be helpful to have it flashing yellow from 5 am to 7 am, he’s unsure about 
night time.  Captain Johnston had no comments.  It was decided that the best time would be after evening 
rush hour until morning rush hour.   

POLICE CHIEF 
Captain Johnston provided the survey data for Tyler Street related to the June 3rd meeting.  Per the data 
collector, overall 85% of cars drove 27 mph with the highest speed being 40 mph and the average speed being 
21 mph.  There were very few speeders.  Using the speed trailer at the same location showed 85% cars drove 
27 mph with the highest speed being 54 mph and the average speed being 28 mph.  Again, there were very 
few speeders.  The data does not support speed bumps.   

Counts between the data box and the speed trailer were similar. 
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COMMISSIONERS 
None   
 
 
Mr. McGee stated that he would just like to point out that the No Turn on Red signs on westbound and 
eastbound 37th Avenue at Central Avenue are extremely small and hard to see.  Minneapolis’ signs are much 
larger and also have a red dot.  He’s unsure what signage is on Reservoir Boulevard.  Asked if it’s possible to 
get larger signs with a red dot.   He stated both signs are on the Columbia Heights side.  Young will check into 
it.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Clerkin, seconded by Doty to adjourn the meeting at 6:02 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sue Schmidtbauer 
Administrative Assistant 
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Kathy Young

Subject: FW: Grand Central Condos - Parking

From: spaul1121@comcast.net [mailto:spaul1121@comcast.net]  
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2019 8:33 PM 
To: Kathy Young 
Cc: Donna Schmitt 
Subject: Re: Grand Central Condos - Parking 
 
Thanks very much for the update and your help, Kathy. We will be in attendance on the 7th. I have attached the 
photos I sent to the City Council as well as a couple from this evening. I hope this helps. 
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Kathy Young

From: Linda Armold <linarmold@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 15, 2019 8:43 AM
To: Kathy Young
Subject: Parking on Grand
Attachments: IMG_0524.JPG; ATT00001.txt; IMG_0523.JPG; ATT00002.txt; IMG_0522.JPG; ATT00003.txt

Good morning Kathy, 
 
This is a follow up on Shari Paul’s request for no parking on Grand Ave.  
 
Notice the empty parking lot. Why aren’t the cars parked there, off the street? This is land that Dominium owns.  
 
Also notice how close to the intersection the cars are parked and on both sides. It’s no longer a two lane road! 
 
Thanks, 
Linda Armold, townhome owner  
 

Kathyy
Stamp
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